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ABSTRACT 

Piper zeylanicum Miq. (Piperaceae) an endemic species of Sri Lanka is reported and described 

and illustrated as a new record for India from Nilgiri District of Tamil Nadu.  
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1.  INTRODUCTION 

 

Piper L. (Piperaceae) comprises c. 2000 species, and distributed chiefly in the tropical 

regions of the world (Mabberley, 2008). Hooker (1886) had reported 45 species from 

erstwhile British India. Cooke (1967) reported 4 species and Gamble (1921) reported 14 

species from South India. Henry et al. (1987) reported 19 species of Piper from Tamil Nadu. 

Sharma et al. (1977) reported 9 species from Nilgiris alone. Similarly, Sasidharan (2004) had 

reported 16 species from Kerala. While survey on the documentation and cataloguing and 

domestication of wild ornamental potential plants from Nilgiris funded by CSIR, the authors 

collected the Piper species from Kengarai forest of Kotagiri range. After a thorough scrutiny 

of existing literature, the specimen has been identified and confirmed as Piper zeylanicum L. 

(Piperaceae). This species is allied to Piper hymenophyllum and it can be differentiated from 

bracts not or scarcely peltate, peduncles longer than the petiole whereas the bracts peltate, 

peduncles shorter than the petiole. 

 

 

2.  PLANT DESCRIPTION  

 

Piper zeylanicum Miq., London J. Bot. 4:436.1845; C.DC., Prodr. 16(1):366.1869; 

C.DC. Candollea 1:215.1923; Hook.f., Fl. Brit. India 5:91.1886; Trimen, Handb. Fl.Ceylon 

3:420.1895; Dassanayake in Dassanayake & Fosberg, Rev. Handb. Fl. Ceylon 6:274-

288.1987. Piper arcuatum “Blume” Thw., Enum. Pl. Zeyl. 293.1861. not. P.arcuatum Blume 

in Verh. Butav. Genootsch. Kunstem. 11:180.1826; C.DC., in DC., Prodr. 16(1):360.1869. 

Piper thwaitesii C.DC. in DC., Prodr. 16(1):357.1869; C.DC., Candollea 1:202.1923; Trimen, 

Fl. Ceylon 3:426.1895. Piper caninum Blume var? thwaitesii (C.DC.) Hook.f., Fl. Brit. India 

5:82.1886. Figure 1. 
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Figure 1. A flowering branch of Piper zeylanicum Miq. (Piperaceae). 
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A terrestrial climber; stem glabrous, much swollen at the nodes, internode 1.7 – 11.5 cm 

long. Leaves petiolate, 1 cm long,  lamina 6 – 12 cm long, 2-7 cm wide, ovate, base obtuse, 

rounded or shallowly cordate at base, acute or acuminate at apex, coriaceous, glabrous on 

both sides, 2 pairs of arcuate veins arising from the base; cross veins rather straight, parallel, 

closely prominent beneath in dried leaves.  

Peduncle 0.9-2.5 cm, in fruit upto 2 cm long, glabrous, shorter than the petiole, leaf 

opposed. Inflorescence spike, 4-6 cm long, with hairy axis, twisted in fruit. Bracts peltate, 

about as long as wide, sessile, margin membranous, free. Flower crowded, diaceous. Stamens 

2, stylules 3-4, 0.7-0.9 mm across. Berries distinct, glabrous, obovoid, 4-5mm long, fleshy, 

orange at maturity.  

 

 

Fl. & Fr.: January – April 

Distribution: Sri Lanka and India (Endemic to Sri Lanka and Nilgiris) 

Ecology: Rare in sholas above 1600 m.  

Specimen examined: INDIA, TAMIL NADU, NILGIRIS, V.S.Ramachandran, Kengari, 

1630 m MSL, 5452, BUH.  

Notes: This species was reported from Sri Lanka and stated as endemic to moist upland 

forests of Ceylon (Dassanayake, 1987).  
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