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ABSTRACT

the National Mangrove Committee in the Ministry of Environment and
government about mangrove conservation and development. In its
consists of scientists, research scholars and experts on the man phasized the

notice. Growing in the inter-tidal areas and
provide critical habitat for a diverse marine

etween land and sea, mangroves
flora and fauna. Healthy mangrove

mangrove forests of the country oastline erosion caused by waves and ocean
gt source of food and fuel, and was also used for

ith a long coastline of about 7516.6 km, including the island territories has a
mangrove cover of about 6,749 km, the fourth largest mangrove area in the world. These mangrove
habitats comprise three distinct zones: East coast habitats having a coast line of about 2700 km,
facing Bay of Bengal, West coast habitats with a coast line of about 3000 km, facing Arabian sea,
and Island Territories with about 1816.6 km coastline. In India, the states like West Bengal, Orissa,
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Kerala, Goa, Maharashtra, and
Gujarat occupy vast area of Mangroves. The area under mangroves in Gujarat is the second largest
along the Indian coast, after Sunderbans. Mangroves in India account for about 3% of the global
mangroves and 8% of Asian mangroves. About 60% of the mangroves occur on the east coast along
the Bay of Bengal, 27% on the west coast bordering the Arabian Sea, and 13% on Andaman &
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Nicobar Islands. Mangrove area is larger in the east coast of India around 80% as to 20% in the
west coast owing to the terrain and slope and due to the river deltas of Ganges, Brahmaputra,
Mahanadi, Godavari, Krishna and Cauvery which have nutrient rich alluvial soil. 60 species of
mangroves are known to grow abundantly. The Sundarbans(east coast) covering about 9,600 sq.
km of mangrove forest and water comprises essentially of numerous islands formed by the
sediments deposited by three major rivers, the Ganga, Brahmaputra and the Meghna, and a dense
network of smaller rivers, channels and creeks. The mangrove area in Orissa is nearly 200 km in
extant and its degradation is placed at 20 km over ten years, as per recent estimates. Andhra Pradesh
possesses about 582 km of mangrove area. Tami Nadu is one of the nine maritime states of India
endowed with the second longest coastline of 1.076 km.

The major mangrove wetlands in Tamil Nadu are Pichavaram mangroves aas

ecosystem in Tamil Nadu is about 225 km. mangrove wetlands of Orissa have
of species followed by Sunderbans of West Bengal and Andaman and Nicobg

species of mangroves like Sonneratia caseolaris, Suaeda fruticosa,
have been reported only from the west coast. There are app

mangrove species. Analysis of the distribution of
mangrove wetlands indicates that Acanthus iiicifolius,
Bruguiera cylindrica, Ceriops decandra, Excoecaria a,

iculatum, Avicennia marina,
nitzera racemosa, Rhizophora
. On the other hand, species such

reported to be present only in Sundgala gal. The Tamil Nadu mangrove is also
' Rbizophora species.

Anthropogenic. These e system as a whole or any one entity within the system,
etc. The natural t i ipnatic changes, Cyclones and Physical processes. Diseases,

tradition of mangrove forest management. The Sundarbans mangroves,
engal (partly in India and partly in Bangladesh), were the first mangroves in
the world put under scientific management. The area's first management plan was
implemented M 1892. Recognizing the importance of mangroves, the Government of India set up
the National Mangrove Committee in the Ministry of Environment and Forests in 1976 to advise the
government about mangrove conservation and development. In its first meeting, the panel, which
consists of scientists, research scholars and experts on the mangrove ecosystem, emphasized the
need to conduct a survey of the extent of existing mangrove areas within the country. The
government subsequently introduced a scheme for mangrove conservation and protection,
consisting of selection of mangrove areas for conservation, Preparation of a management plan and
Adoption of a multidisciplinary approach involving state governments, Universities, research
institutions and local organizations.
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